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with whips, Stoiloff chastised them with scorpions.
In one night the newly-elected Sobranjc passed thirty-
two  laws,  one   of  them  consisting of   some  three
hundred  sections.     A   law  was   enacted  4l for   the
prosecution of government officials, who  appear to
possess   more  wealth   than   they  ought" ;   another
abolished   the  existing   pension  system,  and   thus
reduced  the   families   of   ex-Ministers  to  beggary.
StambulofTs  property  was  sequestrated;   bands of
peasants  felled  the timber on his estates ;   he was
almost ruined, and had to borrow money to avoid an
execution on his furniture ; he applied for a passport,
in order to recruit his shattered health at a foreign
spa, and his application was  refused.    But  he had
not to endure  these insults   much  longer.    On the
evening of July 15,1895, as he was driving home from
the Union Club with an old friend, three men leapt
into the street, with yataghans and a revolver in their
hands.     Before  StambulofTs  old  servant  had  had
time to fire, the assassins had cut his master down
and were hacking his prostrate body with their knives
as it lay on the roadway.    At the first shot, the three
murderers  fled, and  the  police, who  were  present,
made no attempt to arrest them.    Their unfortunate
victim  was  taken  home to die.    Death came as a
relief, for both his arms had been cut to pieces, one
eye had been half gouged out, and his forehead bore
the marks of fifteen wounds.    Three days later the
ablest of Bulgaria's sons breathed his last.    But his
enemies did not spare him even when dead.    The
scene at his funeral was scandalous, and showed that
seventeen   years   of   modern   civilisation   had   not